	Unit: Language Skills – Grammar and Usage
	Level: Grade 5/6

	Topic of lesson :
	Common and Proper Nouns

	Length of lesson :
	40 minutes

	Links to the IRP :

-what will students learn? how will they demonstrate learning?
	Students will use the features and conventions of language to express meaning in their writing and representing, 


	Lesson objectives :

SWBAT
	Students will be able to identify the difference between common and proper nouns and know that proper nouns are capitalized.

	
	PROCEDURE

	Time

needed
	
What the teacher say/does


	
What the students do
	
Materials

	5 mins

5 mins

5 mins

15 minutes

10 mins
	Quick review What is a noun?

Write 6 words on board (cat, Julia, turnip, Christmas, The Amazon River, teacher) and ask students to work in table groups to divide the 6 words into two groups.  They can do it any way they like, but must be prepared to explain.

Teacher to introduce categories of nouns: common and proper and explain that proper nouns are capitalized

Teacher leads 'My Random Top 5' game.  Reads out a common noun, ex. Languages, holidays, pet names, cities in Canada) and students work in groups to brainstorm as many proper nouns in that category as they can.  After 1 min., pens down and teacher reads out her top 5 list.  Students get a point if their answer matches one from the random top 5 list.

Check for understanding by writing up some words on board and asking kids if they are common or proper, and if they need to be capitalized.  
	Brainstorm categories of nouns; person, place, etc.

Divide nouns up, hopefully at least one group divides them by common and proper

listen :)

Brainstorm common nouns.

Participate and begin homework
	Chalk, blackboard

Scrap paper and pen for each table.

Chalk and blackboard

scrap paper and pen for each table.

	Conclusion

	Assign homework – pg. 6 in 'Communicating Skills', #1-7

	Évaluation
	Formative: Check that students are capitalizing their proper nouns in activity, and pick quieter students during the check for understanding

Summative: Mark homework next period.

	Extensions 

(for those needing extra challenge) :
	Introduce the seasons words (summer, fall, etc.) and ask kids if they think they are proper or common, and why.  It's kind of a mystery to me :)

	Adaptations 

(for those needing extra support) :
	Working in groups should level out the field a bit.  If any students seem confused at the 'check for understanding stage' teacher can work 1 on 1 while students start their homework.

	Reflections :

(ways to improve)
	

	Plan « B »:

(back-up plan)


	Explain more fully the 'divide these 6 words into two groups' – if students are more motivated, it could be more of a critical thinking exercise.  Try giving one example next time before having them work on it.


